Life Group Questions - June 16, 2024

“The Forgiving Father” - 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 (Pastor Samuel Mills)

God, as a forgiving Father, exemplifies boundless compassion and unconditional love, offering forgiveness
regardless of our transgressions. His divine mercy assures us that redemption is always possible, instilling
hope and guiding us toward spiritual renewal. As fathers and mothers, we should emulate this divine example
by embracing forgiveness in our lives. By forgiving our children and others, we create a nurturing
environment that fosters growth, trust, and open communication. Practicing forgiveness teaches humility and
empathy, strengthening familial bonds and guiding our children in developing these crucial virtues. Living
with forgiveness reflects God's love and grace, enriching our families and communities.

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

1. Read Matthew 6:9-15 and Luke 23:34. How does Jesus' model prayer and plea for forgiveness for His
persecutors challenge our understanding of forgiveness? What can we learn from His example?

2. Consider Colossians 3:12-13 and Ephesians 4:31-32. What qualities does Paul say we should abandon
and what qualities should we "put on"? How do these qualities facilitate forgiveness?

3. Study the parable of the unforgiving servantin Matthew 18:21-35. What is the main lesson that Jesus is
teaching through this parable? How does this story illustrate the importance of forgiveness?

APPLICATION

1. Reflecting on the message, can you identify someone in your life whom you need to forgive? What steps
can you take this week to begin or continue the process of forgiveness?

2. How does holding onto unforgiveness impact your relationship with God and others? Share a personal
experience where forgiveness brought healing and restoration.

3. How can we balance the act of forgiving someone with the need to set healthy boundaries, especially in

situations involving repeated hurt or abuse? Discuss how forgiveness and justice can coexist in such
circumstances.
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